
Johannesburg joins the ranks of other World Cities on 
Ecomobility. 
Johannesburg, Sunday 11 October 2015. 

The Freedom Ride’s 4th Edition has been successfully completed. We believe it has been the most 
successful Freedom Ride yet. About 4000 cyclists rode 27 km around the city, in celebration of the 
memory of Nelson Mandela and the experience of enjoying a ride free around our city.  

In spite of the current hot weather, the conditions were perfect as the riders set out just before 
07:30. The Ride was started by Mayor Parks Tau and the ride included MEC for Transport Ismael 
Vadi. As organisers we are delighted at the wide range of cyclists who participated, especially the 
youngsters from Soweto, some of whom had blinged their bikes. The Ride is intended to promote 
cycling across the spectrum and it would appear to have appealed to a wide range of people. 

Johannesburg is more hilly than one would think and when you ride a bike you will feel the hills you 
don’t notice in a car. Nevertheless, the hills around the Zoo, Hollard and Grayston were all taken in 
their stride as every conceivable type of bike and character interacted with support from the 
pavement. 

The leafy suburbs of the north gave way to a rousing welcome in Hillbrow. Bet there were a few 
people who didn’t think they would be riding through Hillbrow on a Sunday morning. 

After Yeoville the pack headed back north speedily down Louis Botha and the support from JMPD 
and marshals was great. Three Water points added relief to the rising temperature.

A fast descent over the M1 and a quick uphill to Sandton completed the circle. Five minor injury 
incidents were reported, but courageously were patched up and continued. No other incidents 
have been reported.

We would like the spirit and experience of the Ride to be continued into the the bike trains and 
routes that are being developed around the city. Meet new people and love your city. 

We would like to thank the City of Johannesburg, Hollard and all the volunteers for their help in 
making this such a great experience. 

We look so forward to seeing you in 2016. 
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